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Information Bulletin

Free and low-cost health insurance for kids

More than 8.5 million of our children do not have health insurance. The
good news is that a lot of the kids can get insurance coverage for free or for little
cost through Illinois’ Children’s Health Insurance Program called SCHIP. All
states offer health insurance programs for infants and children up to 18 years old.

A lot of parents either do not know that insurance is available for their
children or believe that their children are not eligible. The insurance programs for
children are designed for working families. Parents can earn as much as $36,000
and still qualify for coverage for their kids.

How to get it

Children who are enrolled in the SCHIP program have access to
comprehensive health care including doctor visits, prescriptions and
hospitalization. To learn about low-cost and free health care coverage for children
through the SCHIP program call 877-KIDS-NOW.

Please tell your family and friends about this information. I hope it helps.

Respectfully, —

Wﬁliam C. Faber, Jr.

P.S. I enclose a short article on a recent case
we tried to verdict in November.
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McLean County jury awards
$600,000 in fatal crash case

By Steve Silverman
Pantagraph staff

BLOOMINGTON - A
MclLean County jury on
Friday awarded more than
$600,000 to a farnily whose
van smashed into a semi-
trailer that blocked its path
.on a rural intersection
south of Bloomington.

The weaklong trial ended
with jurors ordering Chares _ -

Neubauer to pay $500,000
for the loss of 70-year-old Florence Edmisan, who was killed

in the November 2000 collision at U.S. 51 and Randolph
Road, The family will receive another $9,500 for the Clinton
woman's medical and funerat expensaes.

William LaCreix, 25, also was killed in the crash. His case
previously was settled out-of-court.

The driver of the van, Delbert Edmison, was awarded
$68.000, but that was reduced by 40 percent to §58,800
because jurors found he was 40 percent responsibie for the
crash. Delbert Edmison was married to Florence Edmison.

The Edmisons' daughter, Kathleen LaCroix, received
$55,147, and a then-2-year-old grandson, Austin Hunt, was

awarded $729.30.

The verdict was less than a third of the aimost $2 milllon
sought by the family. And the jury found that 2 family fam
owned by Neubauer’s children in a fimited liability
corporation wasnt responsible for any damages,

Trial avidence indicated that Neubauer, 76, of Shirlay, was
hauling bales of hay on Randolph Road for the family farm

when he tried to cross U.S. 51. He pulled the cab 5cross the

intersection, and the trailer cleared three of the four lanes

before the rear axie was struck by the van driven by Delbert

—— ——

Edmison.
There wera no skid marks at the scene.

w In his closing argument, Edmison family sttomeay William
Fabar ;aid it was dark out and Deibert Edmison didn't see
the‘lhraller until it was too late to brake or swerve to avoid tt
crash. .

!‘-ie said Neubauer miscalculated by trying to cross the
intersection in heavy traffic.

“The story of our case is the trucker's gambie, and the
gambie that the Edmisons lost,” Faber said.

Faber tald jurors thet Neubauer caused the accident by:
» Failing to yield to traffic on U.S. §1.
« Failing to keep a proper lookout.

» Either failing to activate lights on the side of the trailer, or
allowing them to be obscured by the hay bales.

Defense attorney John Moret said in his closing argument
that the Neubausrs weren't responsible for the condition ot
the trailar, which had been borrowaed from anothar family
farm. He aisc said Charles Neubauer was simply doing a
favor for his son by hauiing the hay, and wasn't acting as 2
agent for family fanm named in the lawsuit.

In addition, More| nated that Fiorence Edmison hadnt beer
wearing a seat bett, and he contended that Deibert Edmiso
~ didn't maintain a proper lookout. Me cited testimony from a
woman who spotted the trailer while driving behind Deaibert
Edmisan, and switched lanes in plenty of time to avoid the
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