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The Law on Your Side - Consumer Protection Act

The Old Ways of the Horse Trader

In the cowboy's world horse traders were notorious for deceiving the buyer.
The trader's horse was always exceptional and sound. Many buyers found, the hard
way, that the trader's words were exaggerated or false. Back then the cowboys had

no law to protect them.

The law today

The Illinois Consumer Fraud and Deceptive Business Practices Act 1s a state
statute designed to protect consumers from business owners who use deceptive
tactics to prey on consumers. It is easier to win under the Act than under common

law fraud.
So why is consumer fraud easier to prove than common law fraud?
» Rather than prove that the defendant made a knowingly false statement you
must only prove that the defendant engaged in a deceptive act or practice.

« You need not prove that you relied on the defendant’s false statement.
 In order for the Act to come into play, the fraud must have occurred in the
course of trade or commerce.
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